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        Hubs
        The expertise hubs enrich the international profile of the Friedrich Naumann Foundation for Freedom. They enable joint work across regions through their focus on globally relevant policy issues. These include questions of international financial and economic policy, digital policy, security, development and human rights policy.
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        Germany
        We are Active in over 60 Countries: The Friedrich Naumann Foundation for Freedom is committed to working with all its strength for a liberal world. Our core concern is the realization of freedom and responsibility. We promote the development of democratic, market-based and constitutional structures so that more and more people can live in a liberal, democratic society.
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        Through the connection of EU experts, civil society, and decision makers we seek to foster open dialogue and discuss liberal policy solutions to European challenges. Together with our liberal partners, we develop formats and campaigns to promote rule of law, free markets and human rights. Moreover, we coordinate EU co-funded projects in the field of democracy support, development cooperation and human rights protection.
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        Middle East and North Africa
        Through our seven offices in the MENA Region, we actively promote the political debate to support innovative liberal approaches and solutions. Our projects are liberal platforms on which the Foundation's partners from the Gulf to the Levant and the entire southern side of the Mediterranean can provide creative impulses and discuss geopolitical issues.
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        Sub-Saharan Africa
        From our seven offices in Sub-Saharan Africa, we focus on promoting political networking. We are committed to strengthening liberalism and promoting human rights, the rule of law and the social market economy.
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        America
        In North America, our focus is on the transatlantic partnership, which we see as a supporting pillar for the security and stability of Western democracies. We encourage the political debate and develop innovative liberal approaches. In Latin America we work to promote strong democratic institutions, respect for human rights and rule of law as well as promoting liberal dialogue throughout the region.
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        With its offices in Asia, the foundation supports programs to strengthen democratic processes, particularly free and fair elections, and transparent and accountable governance. The Foundation in the region also showcases innovation as a tool to encourage civic participation that further promotes freedom.
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     South Asia



    
      
    The Foundation was established in Germany in 1958. It aims to promote the goal of making the principle of freedom valid for the dignity of all people and in all areas of society, both in Germany and abroad. The Friedrich Naumann Foundation for Freedom works in over 65 countries worldwide. In South Asia we have offices in India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, and Sri Lanka. Additionally we work with partners in Nepal. We promote civic education, trainings and the exchange of ideas in the region in four focal areas. These are economic freedom, human rights, urban governance and digital transformation. In addition to the country projects, the Foundation supports regional programs.
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                                          Milosz Hodun
                                      

                  Navigating Progress: A Comprehensive Overview of LGBTQIA+ Rights in Europe and Emerging Trends

                  Recent years have witnessed both progress and regression in LGBTQIA+ rights across Europe, marked by heightened political repression, the proliferation of LGBTQIA+-phobic sentiments, and legislative setbacks.
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    The status of LGBTQIA+ individuals in South Asia: opportunities, challenges, and the path ahead


  

  
  Across South Asian nations, the landscape of legal recognition for LGBTQIA+ communities varies significantly, with some countries making commendable strides in decriminalization and formal acknowledgment of same-sex relationships. 
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    Pakistan's Post-Election Crossroads


  

  
  Pakistan's post-election landscape in 2024 is fraught with challenges and opportunities. As the country navigates this critical juncture, addressing concerns over election transparency, ensuring political stability, and upholding democratic values will be paramount. The international community is closely watching Pakistan as it moves forward, shaping its future political course. Check out the analysis by Waqar Rizvi.
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    Protests against a planned dam and resettlement project in Tibet


  

  
  In February  2024, Tibetans, Tibet supporters, and concerned observers across the globe were taken aback by leaked videos and images out of Dege in the Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture in Sichuan Kham Province in China showing protest against the hydro power project over the Drichu River.
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    Political landscape in the Maldives after the change of government


  

  
  The victory of Mohamed Muizzu in the recent Presidential elections altered the political landscape of the Maldives, the swearing in held on 17 November, 2023, following his defeat of the incumbent President, Ibrahim Mohamed Salih. 
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    Bhutan chooses experience over change


  

  
  In the fourth general election held on January 9, 2024, the People’s Democratic Party (PDP), Bhutan’s oldest political party, returned to power for the second time in the country’s 15-year history of democracy. PDP clinched a convincing win by securing 30 out of 47 seats in the National Assembly. Bhutan Tendrel Party (BTP), the newest party in the race, was able to garner 17 seats. A party needs to secure 24 seats to form the government. 
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    India's Ruling on Same-Sex Marriage


  

  
  In a historic decision that reverberates across South Asia, the Supreme Court of India has set a powerful precedent for LGBTQIA+ rights in the region. This landmark ruling not only signifies a significant step towards equality and acceptance but also underscores India's commitment to upholding the principles of justice and human rights.
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    Connecting the Dots


  

  
  ‘Connecting the dots’ is a podcast series by the Friedrich Naumann Foundation for Freedom South Asia. Over the last year, Europe has found itself in a precarious position with the largest territorial annexation since World War 2, this has in many ways challenged the European Way of Life, presenting a larger question of ‘what next’. 
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    European Supply Chain Regulations and Countries in South Asia


  

  
  The paper starts by briefly describing the main global supply chains or global value chains (GVCs) that connect South Asia with the EU and the main human rights violations observed in them. To set the tone for the discussions, it is important to define different wage types, such as living wages, minimum wages and actual wages. This is the prelude to the economics of human rights violations in GVCs. It shows that human rights violations have economic effects on labour, the communities and other users of environmental services, the environment itself, and overall economies of the global South. The paper further analyzes the existing and proposed human rights due diligence in the EU, with the meaning of transformative change.  
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    Human Rights Situation Under Taliban Regime


  

  
  The resurgence of the Taliban in Afghanistan and the subsequent dissolution of the pre-existing republic on August 15, 2021, has resulted in a pronounced rollback in the progress made toward protecting human rights and free society values. This shift has severely impacted the communal and individual liberties of women and other at-risk groups, triggering grave apprehensions regarding the current human rights situation in the nation.
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    Celebrating Equality


  

  
  In a landmark judgment, the Supreme Court of Nepal issued an interim order on June 28, 2023, instructing the Office of the Prime Minister and Council of Ministers (OPMCM) and other relevant ministries to establish a transitional mechanism that ensures the registration of marriages for non-heterosexual couples. 
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    Hackathon on Strengthening Dialogue and Cooperation between South Asia and the European Union on LGBTQIA+ Rights


  

  
  Given the pressing need for openness and dialogue on gender-related issues, the Friedrich Naumann Foundation (FNF) found Colombo a fitting location for its Hackathon on "Strengthening Dialogue and Cooperation between South Asia and the European Union on LGBTQIA+ Rights," held on 6 June 2023.
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    Dark abyss which swallowed my dreams


  

  
  After two decades, the Taliban returned to Afghanistan in August 2021. From the moment they seized power in Afghanistan, they have been imposing various gender norms and excluding women from education, work, entertainment, and other social, political, and economic activities, and all the while women have been facing severe violence and discrimination.
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    Bhutan’s National Council Election 2023: A setback for women


  

  
  At the recent National Council (NC) election held on 20th April in Bhutan, only one woman was elected to the 25-member Chamber of Parliament. The result was particularly surprising because women voters outnumbered men in the election. 
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    Upcoming presidential election and political situation in the Maldives


  

  
  The presidential election in the Maldives is fast approaching after a relatively stable government compared to previous governments. The current President Ibrahim Mohamed Salih came to power with the support of some key coalition partners, namely, Jumhooree Party (JP), Adalat Party (AP) and Maumoon Reform Movement (MRM). As many political appointees of the coalition partners are still in office, the coalition is technically intact contrary to the previous full-term governments of President Mohamed Nasheed and President Abdulla Yameen Abdul Gayoom. 
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      ✨ Reflecting on a meaningful evening in Brussels! 

Our panel discussion, "Being Queer in South Asia & Europe," brought together notable voices like Hon. MEP Michael Kauch, Hon. MP Premnath C. Dolawatte, Ruhaan Joshi, Dr. Milosz Hodun, and moderated by Inaya Zarakhel.

Thanks to everyone who joined us for this important dialogue. Looking forward to our next steps together!
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      🌈 Exciting times in Brussels as we unveil our two Queer Papers on being Queer in South Asia & Europe! 

Amidst the buzz, we had the privilege to connect with inspiring souls from Forbidden Colours, the European Parliament LGBTI Intergroup, and Rainbow House Brussels. 

Grateful for the enriching discussions and support! 🙌
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      🌙✨ Eid Mubarak to all celebrating around the world! 🌍 Let’s embrace the spirit of unity, compassion, and inclusion this Eid. Let’s break barriers, build bridges, and spread love and kindness to everyone. #EidMubarak #UnityInDiversity #spreadlove
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    In Bangladesh, “Infodemic” is more Dangerous and Worrying than the Coronavirus Pandemic



  
  Covid-19 Pandemic


  12.01.2021



    

  
    Misinformation in Pakistan During COVID-19



  
  The Covid Conspiracy


  18.12.2020



    

  
    Misinformation and Healthcare: The Infodemic in India



  
  Freedom Fights Fake


  15.07.2020




  












  
      

          




      
 
    

  


  
    

              Our Experts

        	
        
      
      
  




                  [image: Dr Carsten Klein, Regional Director, FNF South Asia]
        

        
  


      
    
          
        
            
Dr.

       
  Carsten 
 
  Klein

          
      
      
            Project Director of India

      

        
                          
                    
  carsten.klein@freiheit.org

        
          

  



	
        
      
      
  




                  [image: Frank Hoffmann Portrait Photo]
        

        
  


      
    
          
         
  Frank
 
  Hoffmann

          
      

      
            Regional Project Manager

      

        
                          
                    
  frank.hoffmann@freiheit.org

        
          

  



	
        
      
      
  




                  [image: Nupur Hasija Portrait]
        

        
  


      
    
          
         
  Nupur
 
  Hasija

          
      

      
            Senior Program Manager

      

        
                          
                    
  nupur.hasija@freiheit.org

        
          

  



	
        
      
      
  




                  [image: Jacqueline Bakshi Portrait]
        

        
  


      
    
          
         
  Jacqueline
 
  Bakshi

          
      

      
            Regional Finance Coordinator 

      

        
                          
                    
  jacqueline.bakshi@freiheit.org

        
          

  



	
        
      
      
  




                  [image: Himanshu Chawla Portrait]
        

        
  


      
    
          
         
  Himanshu 
 
  Chawla 

          
      

      
            Regional Communication and Program Manager

      

        
                          
                    
  himanshu.chawla@freiheit.org

        
          

  



	
        
      
      
  




                  [image: Tenzin Paljor Portrait Photo]
        

        
  


      
    
          
         
  Tenzin 
 
  Paljor 

          
      

      
            Communications and Program Officer

      

        
                          
                    
  tenzin.paljor@freiheit.org

        
          

  



	
        
      
      
  




                  [image: Tashi Portrait]
        

        
  


      
    
          
         
  Tashi
 
  Tsheten

          
      

      
            Communications & Program Officer

      

        
                          
                    
  tashi.tsheten@freiheit.org

        
          

  



	
        
      
      
  




                  [image: Bipin Ghimire portrait]
        

        
  


      
    
          
         
  Bipin
 
  Ghimire

          
      

      
            Regional Political Analyst 

      

        
                          
                    
  bipin.ghimire@freiheit.org

        
          

  



	
        
      
      
  




                  [image: Manjari Mishra Portrait]
        

        
  


      
    
          
         
  Manjari 
 
  Mishra

          
      

      
            Regional Communications Officer

      

        
                          
                    
  manjari.mishra@freiheit.org

        
          

  



	
        
      
      
  




                  [image: Jyoti Saxena Portrait Photo]
        

        
  


      
    
          
         
  Jyoti 
 
  Saxena

          
      

      
            Administration Officer & Executive Assistant

      

        
                          
                    
  jyoti.saxena@freiheit.org

        
          

  





                    
          Contact us
        

          

  



  

  Our offices in this region:

  	Colombo 
	Dhaka 
	Islamabad 
	New Delhi






  
  
    Publications

    	
  

  
    
  




                  [image: European Supply Chain Regulations  and Countries in South Asia]
        

        
  


  




  
    European Supply Chain Regulations  and Countries in South Asia



  
  04/2023

  
    More
  



	
  

  
    
  




                  [image: Pakistan's Parallel Foreign Exchange (FX) Market]
        

        
  


  




  
    Pakistan's Parallel Foreign Exchange (FX) Market



  
  10/2023

  
    More
  



	 


          




  
    Most popular

      		


  
    
      
  

      
  
  	  

  
    Nicaragua vs. Germany: a political red herring



  
  Israel


  08.04.2024



	  

  
    Past and Upcoming Events



  
  Events


  01.04.2024



	  

  
    VACANCY NOTICE: Project Officer



  
  Recruitment


  02.04.2024



	  

  
    After 75 years, NATO comes full circle



  
  75 years of NATO


  04.04.2024










  
          




  	  





  


  



  
  


  
    
  
    
        
              

      
        Follow us

              	
          
                        Facebook
          
        
	
          
                        Twitter
          
        
	
          
                        Instagram
          
        
	
          
                        Youtube
          
        
	
            
                            Xing
            
          
	
            
                            Linkedin
            
          


      

    

  


      
    
      
            
  

        


      	
      Privacy Policy

          
	
      Imprint

          
	
      Contact

          
	
      Jobs

          
	
      Programm-Manager

          
	
      Announcements

          
	
      Code of Conduct

          



  
  

    

  


  

  


        
    






  