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        Hubs
        The expertise hubs enrich the international profile of the Friedrich Naumann Foundation for Freedom. They enable joint work across regions through their focus on globally relevant policy issues. These include questions of international financial and economic policy, digital policy, security, development and human rights policy.
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        Germany
        We are Active in over 60 Countries: The Friedrich Naumann Foundation for Freedom is committed to working with all its strength for a liberal world. Our core concern is the realization of freedom and responsibility. We promote the development of democratic, market-based and constitutional structures so that more and more people can live in a liberal, democratic society.
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        Europe
        Through the connection of EU experts, civil society, and decision makers we seek to foster open dialogue and discuss liberal policy solutions to European challenges. Together with our liberal partners, we develop formats and campaigns to promote rule of law, free markets and human rights. Moreover, we coordinate EU co-funded projects in the field of democracy support, development cooperation and human rights protection.
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        Middle East and North Africa
        Through our seven offices in the MENA Region, we actively promote the political debate to support innovative liberal approaches and solutions. Our projects are liberal platforms on which the Foundation's partners from the Gulf to the Levant and the entire southern side of the Mediterranean can provide creative impulses and discuss geopolitical issues.
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        Sub-Saharan Africa
        From our seven offices in Sub-Saharan Africa, we focus on promoting political networking. We are committed to strengthening liberalism and promoting human rights, the rule of law and the social market economy.
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        America
        In North America, our focus is on the transatlantic partnership, which we see as a supporting pillar for the security and stability of Western democracies. We encourage the political debate and develop innovative liberal approaches. In Latin America we work to promote strong democratic institutions, respect for human rights and rule of law as well as promoting liberal dialogue throughout the region.
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        Asia
        With its offices in Asia, the foundation supports programs to strengthen democratic processes, particularly free and fair elections, and transparent and accountable governance. The Foundation in the region also showcases innovation as a tool to encourage civic participation that further promotes freedom.
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     South Asia



    
      
    The Foundation was established in Germany in 1958. It aims to promote the goal of making the principle of freedom valid for the dignity of all people and in all areas of society, both in Germany and abroad. The Friedrich Naumann Foundation for Freedom works in over 65 countries worldwide. In South Asia we have offices in India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, and Sri Lanka. Additionally we work with partners in Nepal. We promote civic education, trainings and the exchange of ideas in the region in four focal areas. These are economic freedom, human rights, urban governance and digital transformation. In addition to the country projects, the Foundation supports regional programs.
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                    Press Statement

                  

                  
                    10.03.2024
                                          Tenzin Lhadon 
                                      

                  Protests against a planned dam and resettlement project in Tibet

                  In February  2024, Tibetans, Tibet supporters, and concerned observers across the globe were taken aback by leaked videos and images out of Dege in the Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture in Sichuan Kham Province in China showing protest against the hydro power project over the Drichu River.
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    Political landscape in the Maldives after the change of government


  

  
  The victory of Mohamed Muizzu in the recent Presidential elections altered the political landscape of the Maldives, the swearing in held on 17 November, 2023, following his defeat of the incumbent President, Ibrahim Mohamed Salih. 





	
  

  
          
      
        
        
        
        
      
    
          
  Publication
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    Energy Security in South Asia


  

  
  This report demonstrates the viability of regional cooperation and transition towards renewable energy as the key to addressing energy security concerns in South Asia. It analyses the energy sector landscape of South Asia, development plans for regional cooperation, policy focus towards renewable energy upscale, and devises a roadmap for a more inclusive and green future of the energy sector in South Asia.
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    Bhutan chooses experience over change


  

  
  In the fourth general election held on January 9, 2024, the People’s Democratic Party (PDP), Bhutan’s oldest political party, returned to power for the second time in the country’s 15-year history of democracy. PDP clinched a convincing win by securing 30 out of 47 seats in the National Assembly. Bhutan Tendrel Party (BTP), the newest party in the race, was able to garner 17 seats. A party needs to secure 24 seats to form the government. 
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    A critical examination of the political parties of Bhutan in the light of its socio-political backdrop


  

  
  …the ultimate winner could be the one who seriously rethinks the present scenario of Bhutan
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    India's Ruling on Same-Sex Marriage


  

  
  In a historic decision that reverberates across South Asia, the Supreme Court of India has set a powerful precedent for LGBTQIA+ rights in the region. This landmark ruling not only signifies a significant step towards equality and acceptance but also underscores India's commitment to upholding the principles of justice and human rights.
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    Connecting the Dots


  

  
  ‘Connecting the dots’ is a podcast series by the Friedrich Naumann Foundation for Freedom South Asia. Over the last year, Europe has found itself in a precarious position with the largest territorial annexation since World War 2, this has in many ways challenged the European Way of Life, presenting a larger question of ‘what next’. 
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    Protests against a planned dam and resettlement project in Tibet


  

  
  Chinese authorities have made mass arrests in Eastern Tibet amid major protests against the construction of a hydroelectric dam in China’s western Sichuan province that would force two villages to vacate and destroy several Buddhist monasteries and ancient murals. 





	
  

  
          
      
        
        
        
        
      
    
          
  Call for Applications


     
  

  

    12.01.2024

          
  
     
  Nupur
 
  Hasija




    
 

  
    
    Call for Applications


  

  
  A consultant will be hired to explore and implement activities in Nepal based on FNF’s work and values. The timeline of the project is February-December, 2024.
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    India Outs Its Israel Affair


  

  
  India's journey in shaping its relationship with Israel reflects a significant shift in its foreign policy, evolving from early skepticism and avoidance to a robust partnership. Initially, India's stance was influenced by concerns related to religion-based statehood and regional dynamics. However, changing geopolitical circumstances, including the collapse of the Soviet Union, paved the way for normalized relations in the 1990s. 
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    Bhutan’s Digital Transformation Journey: Benefits, Issues and Challenges


  

  
  Today, Bhutanese citizens can access services that are delivered end-to-end at the click of a button on their PCs or smartphones, and keep physical visits to service agencies at a minimum. 
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    Decriminalization of Same-Sex Activity in South Asia 


  

  
  Decriminalizing same-sex activity has been a long-standing battle in many countries worldwide. South Asia is no exception, and several countries in the region have made significant strides in advancing the rights of the LGBTQIA+ community. 
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    Communications Consultant


  

  
  Friedrich Naumann Foundation for Freedom (FNF) South Asia is looking for a Communications Consultant to develop a focused Channel Strategy for FNF South Asia region. The Communications Consultant will play a crucial role in enhancing FNF's communication efforts and strengthening its outreach in the region.
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    European Supply Chain Regulations and Countries in South Asia


  

  
  The paper starts by briefly describing the main global supply chains or global value chains (GVCs) that connect South Asia with the EU and the main human rights violations observed in them. To set the tone for the discussions, it is important to define different wage types, such as living wages, minimum wages and actual wages. This is the prelude to the economics of human rights violations in GVCs. It shows that human rights violations have economic effects on labour, the communities and other users of environmental services, the environment itself, and overall economies of the global South. The paper further analyzes the existing and proposed human rights due diligence in the EU, with the meaning of transformative change.  
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    Human Rights Situation Under Taliban Regime


  

  
  The resurgence of the Taliban in Afghanistan and the subsequent dissolution of the pre-existing republic on August 15, 2021, has resulted in a pronounced rollback in the progress made toward protecting human rights and free society values. This shift has severely impacted the communal and individual liberties of women and other at-risk groups, triggering grave apprehensions regarding the current human rights situation in the nation.
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      Yesterday was enriching as Ms. Anna von Treuenfels and FNF South Asia visited the German Embassy School in Delhi, exploring the curriculum and student diversity. Thanks to Mr. Martin van Neerven for the hospitality! We also had a productive session at FNF South Asia, discussing our work focus and media engagement. Later, we met with innovative startups like GoodEd Technologies and Nursedge, followed by a briefing. Wrapping up, we had a fruitful meeting with Mr. Michael Pal from the Austrian Cultural Forum, discussing cultural exchange and language teaching.
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      Meet Ms Sania kamran Official  : a dynamic leader with a passion for public service and gender equality. Holding a Master of Arts in Political Science from the University of the Punjab, Lahore, she's dedicated to empowering women and addressing societal issues. As the Parliamentary Secretary for Women Development in Punjab, Pakistan she tirelessly advocates for women's rights and implements policies for their upliftment.

Register now: https://fnfsouthasia.typeform.com/to/MA7RWMjb 

 #Leadership #GenderEquality #PublicService
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      We started our Sunday with a lunch meeting with Ms. Anna von Treuenfels-Frowein and Mr. Oliver Mirza, MD & CEO, Dr. Oetker in India. After that, we took a fascinating heritage walk through Sunder Nursery with Ms. Moby Sara Zachariah. #DelhiDiaries #culturalexploration
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